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Mashpee Environmental Coalition  

Friends of the Mashpee River  
 

Provides an organization through which forward thinking citizens can wo rk for 

common goals shared by those who are concerned with the environment of the 

watershed.  

 

If the current damage to our watersheds remains uncorrected, future generations 

will never know the natural beauty and tranquility of this historic ecological pea rl.  

We must not deprive them of the comfort and tranquility provided by a restful and 

relaxing visit to this serene locale.  

 

We must protect this resource for future generations and ourselves to enjoy. Please 

support our mutual efforts to protect this livi ng resource of diverse habitats. 

Membership is open to everyone.  

 

Consider joining your friends at The Mashpee Environmental Coalition. Annual dues 

are as low $10.00 for a family membership.  

 

Please make checks payable toó Mashpee Environmental Coalitionó oró MECó. 

 

 

 

Our address is:    Mashpee Environmental Coalition  

     P.O. 274 

     Mashpee, MA 02649 

 

Web Address    www.mashpeemec.us  

 

Membership Options  

 

Family membership (single address)   $10.00 

Silver membership  (individual)    $15.00 

Gold Membership  (individual)    $25.00 

Sponsor      $50.00 

 

Cover: River view from the Stenberg memorial bench. ( The bench is located on the 

riverõs west bank, follow the trail from Farleyõs camp site south.) 

 

Mashpee Environmental Co alition, Inc. is a 501 c. 3 non -profit organization.  

 

Permission is granted to use anything contained herein, with appropriate attribution. 

Mashpee Archives photos are identified in the accompanying text.  
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PREFACE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

his booklet is respectfully de dicated to the memory of John W. Farley 

and Pemberton Whitcomb for their foresight and generosity in 

conserving large tracts of Mashpee River tangent lands for the 

protection of the river and the enjoyment of future generations.  

Our gratitude also is exte nded to the Mashpee taxpayers from all economic levels 

whose unstinted support for the acquiring of additional river corridor lands with 

their votes, their wallets and purses added significantly to the Farley and Whitcomb 

generosity.  

Sadly, population grow th and movement to coastal areas have created significant 

pressures for housing and the accoutrements required to maintain an adequate 

living standard for the areaõs residents. The increased demand on the ecological 

well being of our surface waters is not being balanced by measures to mitigate the 

damage introduced by that demand. Simply stated, while people need a place to 

live, play and work, they also have an obligation to impact their neighbors and the 

environment in favorable ways. The Mashpee River Fr iends Sub-committee of the 

Mashpee Environmental Coalition believe a population informed about local 

ecological assets would support reasonable efforts to protect them from harm.  

Consistent with this belief, the Mashpee River Friends have established an 

organization to familiarize the public with the Mashpee River Corridor, its 

watershed, status and needs. The organization will support measures that enhance 

and protect the river area and the public enjoyment of this unique place.  
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he Mashpee River  from its       

source at the southwest shore 

of Mashpee/Wakeby Pond 

flows into Nantucket Sound by  way of 

Popponesset Bay. 

The river channel traverses diverse habitats 

as it makes a winding roughly 5 -mile journey 

down the gentle slope from its birthplace to 

the sea. 
 

Notable for its attraction to sportsmen of an 

earlier time, the river was famous for native 

sea run brook trout supplemented with fish 

reared in the adjacent Trout Pond flowage. 

Local residents served as guides for the 

òsports from Bostonó. Wildlife, abundant 

when Mashpee had a more rural character, 

still frequents the river environs.  
 

Many species of shorebirds, ducks, Canada 

Geese, Swans, etc. frequent the brackish 

areas. The marshes attract muskrats and 

many songbirds with the red -winged 

Blackbird proliferating. Occasionally in the 

wetted low -lying wooded area near Farleyõs 

Camp a Northern Parula visits. Deer, fox, 

coyote, skunk, Ruffed Grouse, rabbit, gray 

or red squirrel, opossum and rodents are 

relatively numerous. Owls and several 

varieti es of hawk are common. Ospreyõs 

once rare are sighted daily, April through 

November and beyond. The river lamprey, a 

protected species, is found in the waters 

north of Canawayõs Cove. 
 

Kayaks and canoes appear on the river 

spring through fall, transporting  visitors into 

the Woodlands that bear the riverõs name. 

An onlooker from the riverbank will hear 

exclamations of wonder and appreciation 

from the first time visitor while the repeat 

paddlers bask in the serene beauty of their 

surroundings.  
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ish found in the river section south of Canawayõs Cove include in 

addition to the numerous Mummichogs  

American Eels,  

 the occasional Sea-run Brook Trout, Snapper Blues, Striped Bass of all sizes, 

Needlefish and Menhaden.  North of Canawayõs Cove a few Brook Trout, River 

Lampreys and eels are found.  

 

 

The river hosts a spring Herring (Alewife) Run facilitated by 2 fish ladders at the 

rivers Northern end. Approximately Mid -April, when the tide is high and the day is 

sunny, pods of herring will begin their 

migrati on to Mashpee/Wakeby 

Pond to create their next generation on the 

Family Tree. Alewives can live about 10 years 

total, become sexually mature at 4 and lay 

between 40,000 and 360,000 eggs. The 

adults return to the sea soon after 

spawning while the fry remain  in their birthplace until cooler temperatures signal 

them to head downstream to the salt -water environment. During the spawning 

migration a large number of adults die from various causes. The uncommon 10 -year -

old adult swimming up a fish ladder may have s urvived 7 spawning visits avoiding 

the numerous perils of Gulls, Osprey, stream barriers, otters and man. Utilizing 

commercial harvest at sea catch data in this area as a guide, herring stocks have 

declined seriously.  

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

Until recently, s ignificant quantities of Blue Crabs migrated 

into the river from late July through Labor Day to mate and feed. Total Crab 

populations now are remnants of the once numerous Blues. Many Fiddlers and an 

occasional invasive green or a springtime 

appearing hors eshoe are common.  
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River 

Segments 
 

 (1)  

Outflow to Rte 130  
 

(2)  

Rte 130 to Great Neck, 

North  

 

(3)  

Great Neck, North to 

Rte 28  

 

(4)  

Rte 28 to Canawayõs 

Cove  

 

(5)  

Canawayõs Cove to 

 the Bend  

 

(6)  

Pirates Cove  
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ut of 729 acre Mashpee ðWakeby Po nd, the river is born. Look for 

the sand-catcher or groin that is in view from Attaquin Park to your 

left when you face the water. The pond feeds the river here by way 

of a small anadromous fish ladder.  

 

 

 
 

The river flows southward paralleling     

Lake Avenue to Mill Pond.  

 

 
 

 Mill Pond has two human controlled outlets.  

 

The fish ladder, on the right, normally has the 

river current flowing through it to its 

continuation to the second portion of the 

ladder as it goes under Route 130.  

 

The remaining outl et is a sluiceway that leads 

to currently fallow cranberry bogs below Rte. 

130 adjacent to the river.  
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